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Charges against MV Seaman Guard Ohio Crew & Guards 

Quashed by Indian HC  
AdvanFort’s sailors are free to go home 

 

Washington, DC July 11, 2014 --- After 8 months of being detained in India, the charges made 

against the Seaman Guard Ohio Crew has been quashed by the Indian Madras High Court. The 

Court could not find any offense against the crew and guards of the US-based private security 

firm AdvanFort.  

 

The Indian Attorney General filed an FIR against the crew and guards of the vessel for 

unauthorized entrance into Indian waters while being in the possession of firearms on October 

13, 2013.  

 

Seeking to quash the criminal proceedings initiated against the crew by the Indian Coastguard, 

AdvanFort moved to the High Court, contending that the ship was arrested while it was outside 

the Indian territorial sea and that the ship only aimed to refuel after the strong cyclone Phailin 

caused the vessel to be nearly out of fuel, also proving that all the firearms on board were legally 

purchased and properly documented. 

 

According to the Seaman Guard Ohio crew’s counsel, the FIR that was filed against the 35 men 

and their employer AdvanFort has been quashed by the High Court after finding out that the 

claims were not true. Meanwhile, the bunkering charge against the captain can now be bailed. 

 

Last March, 33 out of the 35 guards have been released from prison on bail conditions that they 

stay in Chennai to make an appearance before the Mylapore police every day. The captain and 

the tactical deployment officer of the vessel had remained in prison since then as their bail 

applications were dismissed by the High Court and a lower court.  

 

“This has been a long waited for decision and we’d like to thank everyone who had continuous 

faith in us, offered support and helped us get through this challenge”, said AdvanFort CEO Sam 

Farajallah. 
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About Advanfort 

 

AdvanFort is a global provider of security solutions for commercial shipping on land, sea and 

air, as well as for government, private port and terminal operations, with over 200 contractors 

and 100 employees. It was founded in 2009 in Washington, D.C. The company has a 

certification from the International Maritime Law Enforcement Academy (IMLEA), and is an 

International Code of Conduct (ICoC) signatory for Pirate Security Providers.  

AdvanFort aims to be the global leader and preferred partner in helping clients develop, 

maintain, and protect their human and capital interests through offering cost-effective, high 

quality security and government relations solutions. AdvanFort currently maintains a fleet of 

long endurance speed boats and ships. For more information and other inquiries about 

AdvanFort, please visit www.AdvanFort.com. 
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