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Coverage denial may cause breach of bail condition  
35 men face possibility of going back to prison as insurers ignore their claims 

 
 

Washington D.C., June 2, 2014 – To be detained while sailing in international waters is one 

thing, but when families across the seas in Estonia, Ukraine and UK are suffering significantly 

for more than six months, it’s time for companies that can help to spring to action. 

 

According to AdvanFort, more than $700,000 had been shelled out to Aon, Lodestar and 

Traveler in premiums for the last two years.  

 

It was reported that AdvanFort has already submitted valid claims to these insurers that are 

payable by the policies they have purchased over 10 months ago. These should cover the medical 

treatment, wages, housing as well as other benefits which are all payable under the 

policies.  Among the insurance policies the US-based leading maritime security firm has 

purchased for their sailors include General Marine Liability, Marine Employer Liability, Marine 

Professional Indemnity, Travelers Maritime Personal Accident and Illness, and P&I policies. 

These policies were reportedly issued by Travelers and Lodestar, and were provided by Aon.  

 

However, claims have been denied by the insurers to the dismay of AdvanFort, the 35 sailors and 

their families.   

 

The sailors arrested by the Indian Navy more than six months ago who are currently under bail 

are now facing the possibility of losing their homes as well as going back to jail, if their housing 

bills are left ignored and unpaid. One of the men has already gone through a surgery, most have 

lost their possessions, and not paying their housing bills can mean going back to jail for breach 

of bail conditions, which can possibly affect their quash hearing on June 10. Other bills that are 

piling up considerably include clothing, food, legal fees and most especially medical treatment 

needs for the sailors. 

 

“The general well-being of these sailors means so much to us and their families back home. The 

insurers need to deliver on their promise in giving them the benefits of the insurance policies we 

paid for. We are counting on Aon, Lodestar and Travelers to help our men through these tough 

times as stated in their policies,” AdvanFort Acting President Al Farajallah said.   

 
-MORE- 

 

mailto:media@advanfort.com


  
 

 

As of late, AdvanFort is still hoping that the three insurers will come around and provide the 

financial support that will help the 35 sailors with their immediate medical treatment needs.   

 

The Indian government claimed that the 35 crew and guards of MV Seaman Guard Ohio were 

detained during a strong cyclone last October 12, 2013 for entering territorial waters. When 

asked about this, AdvanFort, the maritime security firm that was conducting anti-piracy 

operations at the time, contended that the ship was arrested while it was outside the Indian 

territorial sea and that the ship only aspired to refuel after the strong cyclone Phailin caused the 

vessel to be nearly out of fuel. 

 
About Advanfort 

 

AdvanFort is a global provider of security solutions for commercial shipping on land, sea and 

air, as well as for government, private port and terminal operations, with over 200 contractors 

and 100 employees. It was founded in 2009 in Washington, D.C. The company has a 

certification from the International Maritime Law Enforcement Academy (IMLEA), and is an 

International Code of Conduct (ICoC) signatory for Pirate Security Providers.  

AdvanFort aims to be the global leader and preferred partner in helping clients develop, 

maintain, and protect their human and capital interests through offering cost-effective, high 

quality security and government relations solutions. AdvanFort currently maintains a fleet of 

long endurance speed boats and ships. For more information and other inquiries about 

AdvanFort, please visit www.AdvanFort.com. 
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