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Indian officials extend custody of Advanfort vessel and crew 
Advanfort-35 continue to wait for their release from prison 

 
 

Washington D.C., March 11, 2014 – The judicial magistrate in Tuticorin, C. Kathiravan, 

today extended the custody of the AdvanFort-35 until March 14 after hearing arguments through 

video conferencing. The Advanfort-35 is the name dubbed to the 35 crew members who were 

captured by the Indian authorities in October of 2013. They were alleged to have entered Indian 

waters illegally with the AdvanFort vessel, the Seaman Guard Ohio. The company has since 

been working for the release of its ship and crew. 

 

Despite the custody extension the company has expressed optimism about the situation. Acting 

President Al Farajallah said, "It is essential that we continue to stand up for AdvanFort-35 until 

they are liberated. Nevertheless, we’re enormously pleased – this really is a step in the right 

direction.” 

 

AdvanFort is not the only one who is optimistic about their release, nearly 2,500 people 

worldwide have signed a petition expressing their support for the release of the prisoners. The 

company is still offering counter-piracy services, but has recently undergone a major internal 

restructure to improve its quality control, and to exhibit the level of commitment they have to 

ensuring that this incident does not repeat in the future. 

 

About Advanfort 

AdvanFort was founded in 2009, and is based in Washington, D.C. we deliver a full-range of 

security and government relations solutions to meet our clients' needs. 

We strive to be the global leader and preferred partner in helping our clients develop, maintain, 

and protect their human and capital interests by providing cost-effective, high quality security 

and government relations solutions. AdvanFort maintain a fleet of long endurance speed boats 

and ships. For more information and other inquiries about AdvanFort, please 

visit www.AdvanFort.com 
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