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Judicial Proceedings Halted Against AdvanFort Charges  
Prosecution for the charges of trespassing and firearms possession 

against AdvanFort stopped until quash petition hearing 
 

Washington D.C., April 24, 2014 – The Madras High Court started hearing last Tuesday on an 

appeal filed by AdvanFort to quash charges against the US-based maritime security firm’s 

possession of firearms, and the court has granted orders enabling the charge sheet to be 

“stayed”.  

 

In legal terms having the charge sheet “stayed” means that the current judicial proceedings are 

suspended or that the prosecution is stopped until certain events or actions occur. With the case 

of the charges against AdvanFort’s crew members, the proceedings are stopped until the quash 

petition hearing scheduled on June 10, 2014. 

 

The Court has granted interim orders involving the Arms Act and this have resulted in the charge 

sheet being stayed, which means that the case cannot proceed in the mean time until it is heard 

by the High Court. 

 

In addition to the quash hearing, AdvanFort has filed a petition to exempt the 35 from 

appearance before the Magistrate for every 15 days, which the Court has granted after the 

hearing. 

 

In October, 2013, 35 Advanfort maritime guards were arrested for possessing firearms in Indian 

territorial waters. The vessel Master maintains that they were in international waters. Marine 

experts argue that a vessel might have drifted due to winds factor, as there was a nearby cyclone 

storm at that time, but this should have been treated as force majuer. Last March, 2014, a 

provisional ruling from the Indian court has ordered 33 of the 35 Seaman Guard Ohio crew 

members to be released on bail. 
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About Advanfort 

 

AdvanFort is a global provider of security solutions for commercial shipping on land, sea and 

air, as well as for government, private port and terminal operations, with over 200 contractors 

and 100 employees. It was founded in 2009 in Washington, D.C. The company has a 

certification from the International Maritime Law Enforcement Academy (IMLEA), and is an 

International Code of Conduct (ICoC) signatory for Pirate Security Providers.  

AdvanFort aims to be the global leader and preferred partner in helping clients develop, 

maintain, and protect their human and capital interests through offering cost-effective, high 

quality security and government relations solutions. AdvanFort currently maintains a fleet of 

long endurance speed boats and ships. For more information and other inquiries about 

AdvanFort, please visit www.AdvanFort.com. 

 

* * * 

http://www.advanfort.com/

