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President of AdvanFort International sympathetic with  

families of 2 U.S. seafarers kidnapped by pirates off Nigeria 
 
Washington, D.C., October 24, 2013 — AdvanFort International, the world’s largest private 

maritime security company (PMSC), today expressed through its president, William H. Watson, 

its great concern and sympathy following reports by Reuters and other media about the 

kidnapping of two U.S. citizens, the master and the chief engineer of the U.S.-flagged oil supply 

vessel, the C-Retriever, off the coast of Nigeria. 
  
“We want to let the world know that, as a PMSC that has been at the forefront in the battle to 

stop piracy, we have been very active in the Gulf of Guinea as well as many other places around 

the world making the case for the legitimacy and need for using PMSCs to protect shipping,” 

said AdvanFort President William H. Watson in a statement released in Washington, D.C. 
  
“We also want to express our hope that international concern helps to focus even greater efforts 

to get the master and the chief engineer of the C-Retriever liberated quickly and safely. 
  
“The kidnapping of these U.S. citizen mariners is a sad reminder of how the seas, from the west 

coast of Africa to India and beyond, are congested with pirates targeting ships moving along 

these key trade routes for international commerce. 
  
“This latest news comes at a time when AdvanFort itself is trying to liberate the master, officers, 

ratings and guards of one of its counter-piracy vessels, the MV SEAMAN GUARD OHIO, from 

Indian authorities using questionable legal tactics and enforcement procedures. 
  
“In the case of the MV OHIO, two of those detained and then jailed under inhumane conditions 

include the master—himself a captive for 11 months two years ago of Somali pirates—and the 

MV OHIO’s chief engineer, whose efforts to protect the vessel and crew triggered his attempted 

suicide. 
  
“For those reasons and more, we understand what the families of Nigerian pirate captives must 

feel, as we have much the same pain. We stand in solidarity with them. We also look to the 

United States to show its leadership in putting the maritime commonweal into priority status.” 
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