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Indian Navy convoy schedule available on the Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa internet site: 
http://www.mschoa.org/on-shore/home (MSCHOA). 

Weather Forecast 22 June – 28 June 2012

Gulf of Aden: West-southwesterly winds of 10 – 15 knots, with seas of 2 – 4 feet. Extended Forecast: West-
southwesterly winds of 10 – 15 knots, with seas of 2 – 4 feet, temporally increasing to 5 – 7 feet after 25 June. 

Somali Coast: The Somali Coastal area remains under the influence of the Southwest Monsoon, with south-
southwesterly winds of 25 – 30 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet. Extended Forecast: south-southwesterly winds of 25 – 
30 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet. 

Arabian Sea: Westerly winds of 18 – 24 knots and seas of 9 - 12 feet. Extended Forecast: West-southwesterly 
winds of 18 – 24 knots and seas of 9 – 12 feet. 

Central African Coast/Indian Ocean: South-southeasterly winds of 18 – 22 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet. Extended 
Forecast: South-southeasterly winds of 12 – 16 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet, decreasing to between 4 – 6 feet. 

Mozambique Channel: The normal high and low pressure interaction around 40 degrees South latitude continues to 
influence the area. Expect south-southeasterly winds in the northern channel of 15 – 18 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet. 
In the southern channel, there will be south-southeasterly winds of 12 – 15 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet. Extended 
Forecast: In the northern channel, expect east-southeasterly winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 4 – 6 feet. In the 
southern channel, expect south-southeasterly winds of 8 – 12 knots, becoming variable at 4 – 6 knots, with seas of 5 
–7 feet.

Surface Currents: The currents within the Gulf of Aden average around 0.5 – 1 knot. Currents speeds along the 
Somali basin, continuing south off the northern Kenya coastline until about 10˚S will average around 2 – 3 knots. 
The Mozambique Channel has an average current of 0.25 – 1.25 knots. 

Pirate Skiff Capability for Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden



Terminology

Attempted Boarding – Close approach or hull-to-hull contact with reporting that boarding paraphernalia were 
employed or visible in the approaching boat.  

Boarding – Unauthorized boarding of a vessel by persons not part of its complement without successfully taking 
control of the vessel.  

Fired Upon – Weapons discharged at or toward a vessel.  

Hijacking – Unauthorized seizure and retention of a vessel by persons not part of its complement.  

Kidnapping – Unauthorized forcible removal of persons belonging to the vessel from it.  

Robbery – Theft from a vessel or from persons aboard the vessel.  

Suspicious Approach – All other unexplained close proximity of an unknown vessel.  

Source: Naval Oceanographic 
Office Warfighting Support Center 
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